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information, for one thing. But we ought to look at it from 
that perspective, not from the p e r s p e c t i v e  of a b u d g e t  crisis. 
I do th i n k  that a lthough the Go v e r n o r ' s  d i r e c t i o n  wa s  misguided, 
that he d i d  i dentify somet h i n g  that we should do, an d  that is to 
make bus i n e s s  a part of the solution. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  making
LB 775 is a...is a right wa y  to m a k e  bu s i n e s s  part of the 
solution. But they should be a p art of the solution. What are 
the components of our solution? The R e v e n u e  C o m m i t t e e  has
reco m m e n d e d  a cigarette tax, I d o n ' t  know w hat w e ' l l  do with 
that, b ut that's n ot m a k i n g  b usiness a p art of th e  solution, 
particularly. L B  775 is going to be out, so b u s i n e s s  won't be 
that part of the solution. Some people, and I t h i n k  the lobby 
has taken an interest in a t e m p o r a r y ..."temporary" sales tax 
hike. Bu t  I don't see that, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  the Governor 
w ould look at that as b usiness i n v olvement in the solution. So 
there's one element left w h e r e  we really h a v e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
engage bus i n e s s  in a pos i t i v e  sort of w ay and m a ke t h e m  a part 
of the solution, and t hat is that p o r t i o n  w h i c h  is Senator
Brashear's, ironically, contri b u t i o n  to the solution, wh i c h  is 
the b r o a d e n i n g  of the sales tax base. W e  w i l l  have an 
oppo r t u n i t y  to look at that w h e n  LB 1085 comes u p  tomorrow, or 
the next day. An d  d e p e n d i n g  on what c a t e gories or components 
you would add, or pu t  into a sales t ax b a se  solution, there's 
the oppo r t u n i t y  to say, business, make your contribution. An d  I 
w ould t h i n k  that a grateful business, if LB 775 is sal v a g e d  out 
of all of this, unscathed, I wo u l d  t h i n k  t h e y  would be
cooperative on that point. As I u n d e r s t a n d  their position, it 
is we do w a n t  to be part of the solution, but we w ant to be part
of it in a perspective, prospective, fair w a y  t hat let's our
peop le  k n o w  that this is w hat it's going to be in the future. 
So, it w o u l d . ..I ...I wo u l d  h ope that the L e g i s l a t u r e  wo u l d  look 
that w a y  and that we could find a p l a c e  for business 
contri b u t i o n  in t hat aspect of our solution. Bu t  it does seem 
m isguided to me to tr y  to engage them in th e  solution 
w i t h . ..with this pa r t i c u l a r  suggestion. T h a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Members, it's n ow time
to hear about a little town called Sidney. This is testimon y 
from our city m a nager there. If you d r o v e  t h r o u g h  Sidney,


